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into the Royal Parisian Institute, where it
was followed for a long time. The vocal
system of instruction, was introduced into
Germany in 1779, and the first public in-
stitute in England was established in 1792.
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From this originated the London Asylum
on Kent Road. The first school for the in-
struction of deaf in the United States was
established at Hartford, Conn., in 1817. For
a time this school received inmates from the
New England states and from South Caro-
lina and Georgia. Massachusetts then estab-
lished an institute, and other states followed,
until now every state has an institution for
the education of deaf-mutes, and several
states have provisions for establishing
classes in connection with the public schools.
In the entire country there are over 150
state, private and public day schools for
the deaf; Canadian cities maintaining such
institutions include Montreal, Quebec, To-
ronto, Winnipeg and Victoria.
There are two methods of instruction which
are generally followed. These are known as
the sign method and the oral method. Ac-
cording to the first, the pupils are taught
by the manual alphabet and by signs. Ac-
cording to the oral method the pupils are
taught to observe the lips and other vocal
organs of the teacher and then to reproduce
the sounds. Tn the teaching of deaf chil-
 dren to speak, the pupils not only are ex-
pected to observe the motions of the organs,
but are required to place their hands upon
the throat of the teacher and feel the vibra-
tions, then to place their hands upon their
own throats and reproduce these vibrations.
In some schools the Bell system of visible
speech (which see) has replaced the method
just described. The Bell system consists of
a series of alphabetical characters based on
the position of the vocal organs when they
are moving. In the most up-to-date schools
pupils learn lip reading in connection with
the study of vocal sounds. By observing the
motion of the lips they learn to recognize
words and can thus carry on conversations
with comparative ease.
Opinion has been divided on the advan-
tages to be derived from each of these meth-
ods of instruction. Those who favor the
sign method claim that it is much more easily
learned, and that the pupils therefore can
make more rapid progress; while the oppo-
nents of this system claim that the use of the
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sign language is not calculated to develop
the intellect, and that pupils trained by this
method never receive as broad an education
or become as efficient thinkers as those
trained by the oral method. The general
trend of opinion is decidedly in favor of the
oral method, and in the greater number of
American schools the sign method is not
used. See keller, helen* A.; sign" lan-
guage.
There is a growing* body of literature on
the subject of the education of the deaf, much

